HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN?
done to Canada economically during the course of
a war would finally bring her in on Great Britain's side
just as the United States was brought in during the
last war. On the other hand there is the French-
Canadian element which represents about 30 per cent,
of the population and is in favour of strict neutrality in
any war so long as Canada herself is not directly
threatened. Between these two big groups there is
another group which looks to the United States for
a solution of all Canada's problems, and a further
group which, although it sympathizes with Great
Britain, would limit Canadian assistance in the event
of war to economic support, and oppose the sending of
Canadian troops to Europe.
When the opinions of all these groups are taken into
consideration together with the experience of the last
war it seems likely that in a future war the attitude of
the last-named group would get the upper hand, and
that although Canada would not remain neutral she
would limit her assistance, at least in the beginning, to
economic support. However, should Great Britain
obviously be in a position of great jeopardy at any
time during the course of the war, the economic inter-
ests of Canada would then very probably lead to her
throwing her full military weight into the scales on
Great Britain's side.
Now that we have gone into these fundamental
matters we can deal with the question of how far the
support of the Empire represents a plus for Great
Britain from the military point of view. The magni-
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